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BRITISH  AND  RUSSIANS  PROPOSE  TOTAL  DISARMAMENT 

At  the  UN  on  September  19  Premier  Nikita  Khrushchev  advocated  total  disarmament  within  four  years. 
In  the  rush  to  criticize  the  Soviet  plan  as  “utopian,”  most  commentators  neglected  to  mention  that  the 
day  before  British  Foreign  Minister  Selwyn  Lloyd  had  advocated  at  the  UN  comprehensive  disarmament 
down  “to  the  levels  needed  for  internal  security  purposes  only.”  At  the  UN  the  United  States  called  only 
for  “limitation  and  control”  of  arms.  This  is  the  first  time  since  1932  that  total  disarmament  has  been 
officially  proposed  as  a  basis  for  serious  negotiations  by  the  major  powers. 

▲  We  suggest  you  might  write  President  Eisenhower  commending  him  for  meeting  Premier  Khrushchev, 
Y  arid  urging  that  the  United  States  take  the  necessary  steps  to  help  make  universal  disarmament  a 
reality.  Write  for  FCNL  ACTION  Bulletin  No.  23  which  gives  more  details. 


COLD  WAR  AND  FINANCES  DOMINATE  CONGRESS 


The  first  session  of  the  86th  Congress  adjourned  at 
6:22  a.m.  September  15  until  January  6,  1960.  It  was 
the  longest  session  since  1951. 

Just  six  hours  later  Premier  Nikita  Khrushchev  ar¬ 
rived  in  Washington.  Instead  of  demonstrating  the  key 
role  that  Congress  plays  in  the  American  form  of  gov¬ 
ernment  by  inviting  the  Premier  to  address  a  joint  ses¬ 
sion,  Congress  rushed  to  adjourn  before  his  arrival. 
However  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  ar¬ 
ranged  a  two-hour  exchange  of  views  with  20  key  Sen¬ 
ators  on  September  16. 

One  of  the  main  casualties  of  the  hasty  departure  was 
civil  rights  legislation.  Congress  extended  the  Civil 
Rights  Commission  for  two  years  but  left  untouched 
all  other  pending  civil  rights  bills.  Proponents  ex¬ 
tracted  from  the  Senate  leadership  a  promise  to  take 
up  civil  rights  legislation  on  February  15,  1960. 


Spending.  Hawaii.  Labor. 

The  spending-economy-inflation  issue  raised  by  the 
President  occupied  a  great  deal  of  Congress’  time. 
There  were  long  debates  over  relatively  modest  sav¬ 
ings  to  be  obtained  by  cutting  education,  housing,  wel¬ 
fare  programs.  But  there  was  almost  no  objection  to 
military  appropriations  which  account  for  some  two- 
thirds  of  the  Federal  budget.  (Next  month’s  News¬ 
letter  will  summarize  Congressional  appropriations.) 


Statehood  for  Hawaii  and  passage  of  a  controversial 
labor  bill  were  two  of  the  most  significant  steps  Con¬ 
gress  took  in  1959.  It  also  appropriated  $73  billion, 
not  including  $8.5  billion  interest  on  the  national  debt. 


In  other  action.,  Congress: 

•  passed  a  foreign  aid  program  which,  although  still 
predominantly  military,  was  shifting  toward  economic- 
aid  and  its  separation  from  the  military  program. 

•  extended  the  surplus  disposal  law  for  two  years 
after  watering  down  “Food  for  Peace”  proposals. 

•  made  available  $10  million  for  World  Refugee 
Year. 

•  revised  the  method  of  calculating  U.S.  contribu- 
butions  to  the  CIS  Technical  Assistance  Program.  The 
change  will  mean  about  a  $1  million  annual  increase 
in  U.S.  contributions. 


This  Newsletter  summarizt's  some  of  the  important 
hills  which  Congress  passed — and  failed  to  pass 
— this  year.  Status  of  pemling  hills  carries  over 
to  next  year’s  final  session  of  the  86th  (Congress. 
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•  extended  immipraiion  provisions  for  orphans,  cer¬ 
tain  tubercular  aliens,  and  approved  a  bill  permitting 
57,000  aliens  to  join  their  f  amilies  in  the  United  States. 

•  turned  over  to  the  states  some  of  the  Atomic  En¬ 
ergy  Commission’s  responsibility  for  public  health  and 
safety  in  the  field  of  radiation.  Congress  did  not  trans¬ 
fer  to  the  Public  Health  Service  the  AEC’s  authority  to 
set  minimum  radiation  safety  standards  .  But  the 
President  set  up  a  Federal  Radiation  Council  for  this  pur¬ 
pose. 

•  authorized  a  stepped-up  program  for  pure  water 
supply  and  waste  disposal  on  Indian  reservations. 


•  The  House  Science  and  Astronautics  Committee 
held  a  series  of  hearings  which  helped  the  Army 
Chemical  Corps  push  its  efforts  to  persuade  the  Ameri¬ 
can  public  to  accept  the  possible  use  of  chemical,  bar- 
teriolofiical,  radiological  weapons. 

•  Congress  gave  the  Pentagon  $2,650,000  for  ^'•legis¬ 
lative  liaison'''’  with  Congress  next  year,  a  sum  which 
must  be  considerably  in  excess  of  all  the  money  spent 
for  “peace  lobbying”  in  the  last  20  years.  Additional 
millions  were  appropriated  for  “public  relations.” 

There  were  some  small  eiieouraging  signs: 
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•  provided  that  the  Government  would  pay  50%  of 
the  health  insurance  premiums  for  federal  employees. 

•  failed  to  liberalize  House  rales  or  significantly  limit 
the  Senate  filibnster. 

•  in  one  of  the  session’s  most  dramatic  events,  the 
Senate  failed  to  confirm  Admiral  Lewis  W.  Strauss  as 
Secretary  of  Commerce. 

Ttcft  Trends 

Two  trends  of  especial  interest  to  Newsletter  readers 
seemed  to  emerge  from  this  year’s  session: 

I.  (longressional  thinking  is  still  dominated  primarily 
by  the  cold  war;  military  men  ran  get  nearly  every¬ 
thing  they  want  on  Capitol  Hill. 

•  The  draft  was  extended  for  4  years  by  the  House 
381-20  and  by  the  Senate  90-1,  after  little  debate, 
despite  support  by  both  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  AFL-CIO  for  a  2-year  extension  only. 

•  The  Defense  Department  got  almost  exactly  the 
$39.2  billion  it  asked  for  the  coming  year,  plus  art 
additional  $1.36  billion  for  military  construction. 
There  were  more  billions  for  foreign  military  aid  and 
atomic  energy. 


•  A  considerable  number  of  freshman  and  some  vet¬ 
eran  Congressmen  were  beginning  to  question  the 
wisdom  of  cold  war  policies. 

•  Three  House  members  voted  against  the  defense 
appropriation  bill. 

•  There  was  more  Congressional  and  church  opposi¬ 
tion  to  draft  extension  than  four  years  ago. 

•  Sixty-one  Representatives  and  15  Senators  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  over  the  agreements  which  give  H- 
bomb  information  to  NATO  allies.  Last  year  only  12 
voted  against  the  authorizing  legislation  in  the  House. 

•  A  Senate  resolution  in  favor  of  an  inspected  agree¬ 
ment  to  end  nuclear  weapons  tests  helped  move  the 
Geneva  negotiators  nearer  a  treaty. 

•  Despite  the  pressure  from  the  AEC,  the  Pentagon 
and  influential  Members  of  Congress,  the  President  ex¬ 
tended  the  suspension  of  nuclear  weapons  tests  an¬ 
other  60  days,  to  December  31.  It  is  hoped  this  will 
help  the  Geneva  negotiators  to  reach  agreement. 

•  A  House  unit  investigated  military  lobbying. 

•  The  Senate  Subcommittee  on  Disarmament  an¬ 
nounced  September  19  that  it  would  hold  hearings  on 
the  impact  of  defense  spending  and  explore  ways  to 
adjust  to  a  peacetime  economy. 


•  Agreements  with  7  nations  to  transfer  nuclear 
weapons  systems  to  NATO  allies  were  approved  with 
almost  no  debate  and  without  a  vote,  despite  the  vali¬ 
ant  efforts  of  opponents.  Later  a  proposal  to  bar  the 
use  of  foreign  aid  funds  to  carry  out  the  agreements 
was  defeated  in  the  House  137-61. 

•  On  four  separate  occasions  Congress  refused  to 
appropriate  some  $500,000  for  technical  disarmament 
studies.  No  clear  reason  was' ever  given  for  its  refusal 
to  do  so.  The  State  Department  and  the  White  House 
failed  to  give  effective  support  for  such  studies. 

•  The  House  voted  368-2  to  oppose  the  seating  of 
Commttnist  China  in  the  UN.  Sen.  Clair  Engle,  Calif., 
on  May  21  called  for  a  change  in  U.S.  China  policy. 

•  The  Holifield  hearings  on  the  effects  of  nuclear  war 
were  utilized  to  boost  the  civU  defense  program. 


End  of  Death  Penalty  Urged 

Nine  8tate8  have  abolished  capital  punishment. 
Others  are  reviewing  and  revising  their  views  on 
the  death  penalty.  Rep.  .\hraham  J.  Multer,  N.Y., 
has  introduced  a  hilL  H.R.  870,  to  substitute  life 
imprisonment  for  the  death  penalty  throughout 
Federal  law.  The  Department  of  Justice  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  make  its  comments  on  the  hill  before 
the  eml  of  next  year’s  session. 

Sen.  Kenneth  B.  Keating,  N.Y.,  has  proposed  a 
limited  first  step.  His  hill,  S.  2083,  would  repeal 
the  unique  District  of  Columbia  law  which  requires 
that  a  person  convicted  of  first  degree  murder 
he  executed  unless  the  President  commutes  the 
sentence. 
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2.  Congress  seemed  more  concerned  with  budget  cuts 
than  with  other  issues  affecting  human  beings. 

Financial  legislation  such  as  the  increase  in  the 
gasoline  tax,  debt  management,  budget  balancing  and 
other  fiscal  questions  are  extremely  important.  Yet 
this  year  there  has  seemed  to  be  more  emphasis  on 
these  issues  than  on  legislation  affecting  people’s  edu¬ 
cation,  health  and  welfare. 

Here  are  some  of  the  issues  on  which  Congress,  often 
abetted  by  the  Administration,  took  no  final  action  this 


•  ■  a  $50  million  world  “Health  for  Peace”  program. 

proposals  to  establish  a  “Great  White  Fleet.” 

bills  to  support  the  concept  of  world  law  and  make 
the  International  Court  of  Justice  more  effective 
by  deleting  the  “Connally  Reservation.” 

civil  rights  legislation  to  assure  the  right  to  vote 
and  an  opportunity  for  an  equal  education. 

home  rule  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

abolition  of  capital  punishment. 

bills  designed  to  help  curb  juvenile  delinquency. 

creation  of  a  Youth  Conservation  Corps. 

aid  for  school  construction  and  teachers’  salaries. 

proposals  to  help  set  up  non-profit  educational  TV 
programs. 

legislation  to  protect  and  assist  migrant  laborers. 

an  area  development  program  to  help  people  in 
economically  distressed  areas,  and  also  provide 
experience  in  ways  to  convert  from  a  military  to  a 
peacetime  economy. 

•  final  action  has  been  withheld  on  a  water  pollu¬ 
tion  bill  to  avoid  a  probable  pocket  veto. 


Some;  Farts  on  Civil  Rights 

The  Civil  R  ights  Coinmissiun,  whose  life  Congress 
extended  to  Novenilier  1961,  notes  these  facts  in  its 
first  report:  •  many  Negroes  find  it  almost 
impossible  to  vote  (only  about  25%  of  the  nearly 
5  million  Negroes  of  voting  age  in  the  South  are 
registere<l  to  vote  compared  to  about  60%  of  the 
voting-age  southern  whites).  •  Present  legisla¬ 
tion  is  inadequate  to  assure  them  the  right  to 
vote.  •  Negroes  do  not  have  equal  educational 
opportunities  (in  1950  Negroes  in  the  six  Deep 
South  States  had  little  more  than  half  the  median 
education  of  their  white  neighbors).  •  Dis¬ 
crimination  in  housing  is  widespread  throughout 
the  nation. 


FOREIGN  AID  CUT 

This  year  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  em¬ 
barked  on  a  campaign  to  reorient  the  foreign  aid  pro¬ 
gram.  On  the  whole,  their  recommendations  were  not 
accepted  by  Congress.  Military  aid  was  separated 
from  economic  aid  on  a  trial  basis.  But  instead  of 
supporting  a  long-time  appropriation  for  the  Develop¬ 
ment  Loan  Fund  of  at  least  $1  billion  a  year  as  urged 
by  Senator  Fulbright  and  others.  Congress  voted  only 
$550  million  for  the  1960  fiscal  year.  Here  is  a  table 
comparing  appropriations  with  the  President’s  request : 


Military  Assistance 

Request 

.$1,600. 

Appropriated 

$1,300. 

Defense  Support 

83.5. 

695. 

Development  T.oan  Fund.  1960 

700. 

550. 

1961 

Technical  /\ssistance 

.500. 

0 

(U.S..  UN.  OAS) 

211. 

181.2 

Special  Assistance 

271.8 

245. 

President’s  Contingency  Fund 

200. 

L5.5. 

Other  Programs 

112.2 

99.6 

Total 

84,430. 

.$3,225.8 

Other  Action:  Congress  agreed  to  increase  U.  S.  under¬ 
writing  of  the  International  Monetary  Fund  and  the 
International  Bank  for  Reconstruction  and  Develop¬ 
ment.  It  also  approved  U.S.  participation  in  the  new 
Inter-American  Development  Bank. 


SURPLUS  DISPOSAL  ACT  EXTENDED 

Early  in  the  session  Senator  Hubert  H.  Humphrey  and 
16  other  Senators  advanced  a  “Food  for  Peace”  pro¬ 
gram  designed  to  reduce  America’s  $9  billion  invest¬ 
ment  in  farm  surpluses  by  expanding  the  Agricultural 
Trade  Development  and  Assistance  Act  of  1954  (Pub¬ 
lic  Law  480).  The  Administration’s  bill  was  not  as 
comprehensive  . 

Congress  approved  only  a  limited  program  which: 

•  extended  the  sale  and  emergency  relief  provisions 
of  P.L.  480  for  another  two  years;  •  authorized  the 
President  to  sell  surplus  agricultural  commodities  on 
“time”  and  to  use  local  currencies  obtained  from  for¬ 
eign  sales  for  various  social  and  humanitarian  pur¬ 
poses,  including  emergency  relief  in  other  countries. 
Congress  turned  down  the  President’s  request  for  au¬ 
thority  to  give  surplus  commodities  to  underdeveloped 
areas  for  use  as  food  reserves  or  as  partial  payment  to 
workers  on  economic  development  projects. 


rXRBS  ON  CIVIL  LIBERTIES  ADVANCE 

Internal  security  continued  to  be  a  major  issue  in  both 
the  Congress  and  the  Executive  Branch.  A  proposal  to 
abolish  the  House  UnAmerican  Activities  Committee 
and  transfer  its  functions  to  the  Judiciary  Committee 
was  killed  early  in  the  session.  The  UnAmerican  Ac¬ 
tivities  Committee  and  the  Senate  Internal  Security 
Subcommittee  were  given  more  than  $500,000  to  con¬ 
tinue  their  regular  annual  investigations  of  subversion. 
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Passport  Restrictions 

September  8,  the  House  passed  a  bill,  371-18,  permit¬ 
ting  the  President  to  declare  certain  areas  off-limits  for 
travel  by  United  States  citizens.  It  gives  the  Secretary 
of  State  power  to  deny  passports  to  Communists  or 
Communist  sympathizers  whose  presence  abroad  might 
be  “harmful”  to  U.S.  security.  These  are  some  of  the 
powers  the  President  has  been  requesting  since  June 
1958  after  the  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  has  no  authority  under  present  law  to  deny 
passports  because  of  beliefs  or  associations. 

Passport  restrictions  will  likely  be  considered  by  the 
Senate  next  year.  A  vigorous  debate  is  anticipated 
over  re-establishing  vague  standards  for  denying  pass¬ 
ports.  Congressmen  are  also  becoming  increasingly 
concerned  about  the  restrictions  on  travel  to  China, 
which  has  been  off-limits  to  almost  all  Americans  since 
1952.  In  August,  Rep.  Charles  O.  Porter,  Ore.,  asked 
the  Courts  to  order  the  Secretary  of  State  to  validate 
his  passport  for  travel  in  China.  His  case  is  pending. 


Loyalty-Security  Programs 

Bills  are  pending  before  House  and  Senate  Committees 
which  would  overturn  the  1956  Cole  decision.  In  that 
case  the  Supreme  Court  held  that  federal  employees  in 
non-sensitive  jobs  cannot  be  summarily  dismissed  as 
security  risks  although  they  can  be  fired  under  regular 
Civil  Service  procedures. 

Other  proposals  would  reinstate  the  Industrial  Security 
Program  voided  by  the  Court  in  June  in  the  Greene  case 
as  not  “specifically”  authorized  by  Congress  or  the  Pres¬ 
ident.  The  Court  questioned  the  Department  of  De¬ 
fense  practice  of  using  secret  information  supplied  by 
anonymous  informers  in  evaluating  the  “loyalty”  of 
some  3,000,000  workers  in  private  defense  plants. 

House  debate  on  a  bill  authorizing  use  of  secret  inform¬ 
ers  was  cancelled  when  it  was  learned  that  the  Presi¬ 


dent  expects  to  reinstate  the  program  by  Executive 
Order.  If  this  is  done,  the  Court  will  undoubtedly  be 
asked  to  rule  again  on  the  right  to  confront  and  cross- 
examine  accusers.  The  recently  approved  House  pass¬ 
port  bill  provides  for  the  right  of  confrontation. 

Loyalty  Oaths.  July  23,  the  Senate  rejected,  49-42,  a 
proposal  to  eliminate  the  loyalty  oath  requirements  of 
the  National  Defense  Education  Act  of  1958.  The  pro¬ 
posal  was  sponsored  by  Senators  Kennedy  and  Clark 
and  supported  by  many  educational  institutions  in¬ 
cluding  Harvard,  Princeton,  Swarthmore  and  Haver- 
ford. 

According  to  A.  Whitney  Griswold,  President  of  Yale, 
non-disloyalty  oaths  can  be  used  to  disrupt  the  educa¬ 
tional  process  and  “represent  a  lack  of  confidence” 
in  young  people. 

States  Rights.  For  the  second  year,  the  House  passed 
a  bill,  225-192,  to  legalize  State  sedition  laws  and 
prevent  the  Supreme  Court  from  striking  down  state 
laws  in  other  areas.  The  bill,  H.R.  3,  is  pending  before 
the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee. 


Ask  your  Congr«*88inan  for  these  important 
doeunients: 

Disarmanient  and  Foreifjn  Policy;  Hearings  before  Senate 
Subcommittee  on  Disarmament  in  Kel)ruary  19.59. 

IN'uclear  weapons  transfers:  “Agreements  for  Cooperation  for 
Mutual  Defense  Purposes,"  hearings  before  Joint  Committee  on 
Atomic  Energy  (jC.\E),  1959. 

Fallout:  Report  on  Fallout  by  JCAE,  .\ug.  19.59. 

Nuclear  war:  Report.  “Effects  of  Nuclear  War,”  JCAE,  Aug. 
1959. 

Food  for  Peace:  Senate  Report  6.12;  Hearings  before  .Senate 
Foreign  Relations  (Committee  on  S.  1711. 

Foreign  Aid:  House 'Report  440;  Senate  Report  412. 

Germ  warfare:  House  Report  815. 


Washington  Newsletter  Service  — 

•  Twelve  issues  of  NEWSLETTER  a  year; 

•  Upon  request,  FCNL  ACTION  bulletins  in  seven  areas 
of  legislative  work; 

•  Directory  of  Congressmen  and  Voting  Record  every 
two-year  session; 

•  Upon  request,  copies  of  FCNL  testimony  before  Com¬ 
mittees  of  Congress; 

•  Replies  by  letter  to  requests  for  legislative  information; 

•  FCNL  Annual  Report  and  other  special  enclosures 
during  the  year. 

Please  enter  my  subscription  for  one  year  to  the  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  at  $3.00  ($4.50  abroad).  Contributions  above 
$3.00  go  to  support  the  legislative  and  research  work  of  FCNL. 

(Contributions  not  deductible  for  income  tax  purposes) 


Name . . . . . Address 

(Please  Print) 


The  Friends  Committee 
On  National  legislation 

is  a  working  committee  of  Friends  and  likeminded  persons 
attempting  to  translate  Quaker  beliefs  into  political  education 
and  action. 

FCNL  works  particularly  with  Congress  where  national  policy 
is  enacted  into  law.  It  combines  continuous  activity  in 
interviewing  legislators,  with  first  hand  reporting  on  Con¬ 
gressional  developments  to  readers  of  its  WASHINGTON 
NEWSLETTER,  and  encourages  letters,  telegrams  and  visits 
to  Congressmen  when  they  will  be  most  effective. 


